
A National Issue

Child abuse and neglect affects families from all walks of life. 
It’s an issue that impacts communities across the country. 

•  At least 1 in 7 children have experienced child abuse 
and/or neglect in the past year. This is likely an underestimate.

• Neglect is the most frequent form of maltreatment.  
Of the children who experienced maltreatment,  
three-quarters were neglected.

• Most child abuse and neglect happens within the family.  
The majority of people that cause or allow the maltreatment  
of children are caregivers.

• The youngest children are the most vulnerable. Nationally, 
more than one-quarter of victims are younger than three 
years old.

Lead by Example
YOUR ACTIONS HELP TO PREVENT CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT

Closer to Home

In Eastern and Southeast Ohio, certain factors put  
the children in our communities at a greater risk  
of abuse and neglect. 

•  Unmet basic needs — 23 counties make up the Eastern 
and Southeast Ohio regional councils, and over half 
of the children in 16 counties live in poverty.

• Decline in child care— Our area has lost more  
than 5,000 licensed child care spaces since 2012. 

• Substance abuse —Ten counties have rates of children 
removed from their homes due to parental substance 
use/abuse greater than the state rate of 33%. 

• Unemployment— Twelve counties have rates of  
unemployment that exceed the state average of 9.2%.

For these reasons, it’s important that we all work together to create the kind  
of environment that every child deserves to grow up in. From everyday acts  
of kindness to simple words of encouragement, there’s power in all of us to lead 
by example and help prevent child abuse and neglect.

Eastern & Southeast Ohio 
Regional Prevention Councils Learn more at LeadByExampleOhio.org

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT HOTLINE 855-OH-CHILD

 

Our campaign was 
developed to support 
the 23 counties that 
make up the Eastern 
and Southeast  
Ohio regions.



When we all come together, anything is possible. Find the information you need  
to help protect children and support families at LeadByExampleOhio.org

Lead by Example
BE A POSITIVE ROLE MODEL AND HELP CREATE A CARING ENVIRONMENT

Eastern & Southeast Ohio 
Regional Prevention Councils

If you’re concerned that a child is being abused or neglected:

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT HOTLINE 855-OH-CHILD


