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The Ohio Children's Trust Fund Mission is to prevent child abuse and
neglect through investing in strong communities, healthy families and
safe children.
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A Letter From The Director
At the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund, it is our mission to prevent child abuse and neglect through investing in
strong communities, healthy families, and safe children. A key component of this work is spreading
awareness about the impacts of child abuse and neglect as well as sharing the message that all Ohioans play a
critical role in ensuring that children are safe to grow up in an environment where they can grow and thrive.
We believe that when the people who surround children have the support and resources they need, then
children get the nurturing environments that they deserve.

OCTF April Campaign Kick Off Event
March 25, 2019
(Left to right) OCTF Program Administrator Nicole Sillaman, ODJFS Director Kimberly Hall, OCTF Executive
Director Lindsay Williams, OFC Deputy Director Carla Carpenter and OCTF Administrative Professional Renee
Whitfield

For those reasons, the 2019 April awareness campaign theme, “Be A Hero in the Eyes of Child,” really
resonated with the OCTF team and our partners. It speaks to the vital role all adults play in supporting and
protecting children in their local communities. In Ohio, everyday heroes such as parents, family members,
educators, service providers, public officials and faith-based organizations all share the responsibility to
protect our youth. The April campaign tagline, “Be A Hero in the Eyes of a Child – one simple act of encouragement
at a time,” speaks to the critical role we all play in ensuring that children are safe from abuse and neglect with
the ability to grow up to realize their full potential.
On behalf of the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund Board, our board members, and our public and private agency
partners, we thank you for your ongoing support of Ohio’s children and families.

~ Lindsay Williams
Executive Director

Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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April Campaign
Strategies

As Ohio's sole public funding source dedicated to
child abuse and child neglect prevention, the Ohio
Children's Trust Fund (OCTF) is at the forefront of
prevention acitivities throughout the state. Since its
creation in 1984, the OCTF has funded primary and
secondary prevention strategies conducted at the
local level in all 88 Ohio counties, in addition to
initiatives and projects of statewide significance, all
of which are designed to strengthen families and
prevent child abuse and neglect.
April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. For
this reason, a wide variety of engagement efforts for
the OCTF April Campaign were held across the
various regions. Each approach to the April
Campaign was unique in order to meet the needs of
the counties in which they occurred. Popular
engagement strategies included distribution of
coloring sheets, restaurant place mats, posters,
pizza box toppers, and beverage coasters to local
businesses, schools, and libraries. Regions also
utilized advertising through newspapers and
magazines to raise awareness surrounding the April
Campaign.
The largest amount of engagement was achieved
through use of digital outreach efforts. These efforts
include social media posts (Facebook,Snapchat,
Instagram,Twitter), billboards, movie theater
advertising, campaign kick off event videos, news
station interviews, and radio station interviews.

Ohio Children.s Trust Fund

01
02

Individuals/Households (734,012 Reached)
Kick off events, pizza box toppers, bookmarks, placemats at restaurants, coloring pages
and posters.

Digital Engagement (14,394,533 Impressions)
Social media platforms (Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter), billboards, movie
theater advertising, transportation advertising (on buses), kick off event videos, news
station websites, radio station interviews.

Outreach Achieved
734,012

14,394,533

617,446

03

Print Circulations (617,446 Reached)
Newspaper and magazine advertising.

Individuals/Households (4.66%)
Digital Engagement (91.42%)
Print Circulations (3.92%)

Data Source: OCTF Regional April Reports and Statewide April Reports. The data
was aggregated to demonstrate the cumulative efforts for the April 2019 Child
Abuse and Neglect Prevention Campaign.
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Campaign Outreach
Ohio Children's Trust Fund

OCTF
Fundraising
Efforts
A p r i l
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2 0 1 9 R e g i o n a l

Regional Campaign Expenditures*

C a m p a i g n

Funding

$230,207.53

$46,128.63
$19,710
$8,200
Regional kick off events

Collab. w/ community partners

Media Engagement & Advertising
Levy Funds,Private Funds

*These expenditures are estimates of
April Regional Campaign costs.
Final invoicing is calculated by OCTF
in October of 2019.

Felicia Saunders Administrative Professional BSPA and Renee Whitfield
OCTF Administrative Professional
OCTF Bake Sale

Fundraising Events
The OCTF hosted a bake sale on April 11th, Wear Blue Day, at the Ohio Department of Job
and Family Services. The staff at JFS baked the good and sold them at the 4200 East Fifth
Avenue location. The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services also hosted a jeans day
for two weeks in April.

OCTF Funds Raised
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$8,567.10

$791.15
Funds Raised
Bake Sale

Jeans Weeks

(Left to right) Nicole Sillaman OCTF Program Administrator,

Lindsay Williams OCTF Executive Director, Renee Whitfield OC
Administrative Professional

Everyday Ohio
Heroes Artistic
Expressions
Winners
Governor Mike DeWine
OCTF April Campaign Kick Off Event
March 25, 2019
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Everyday Ohio Heroes

As part of our April 2019 National Child Abuse Prevention Month
campaign, we asked youth throughout Ohio to join us in raising
awareness of the importance of child abuse and neglect
prevention. Youth were invited to develop powerful and creative
artistic expressions that bring awareness to the prevalence of
this issue in Ohio and how anyone can ‘Be a Hero in the Eyes of a
Child’. We sought out bold, innovative and exciting pieces to help
educate the public about child abuse and neglect prevention and
inspire them to action! These creative pieces will be used
throughout the year to raise awareness.

The Trust Fund continues to raise awareness of the impact child abuse and neglect have on
Ohio's children and to communicate that we all have a role to play in preventing child
abuse and neglect. This April 2019, the Trust Fund prompted a call to action to encourage
all adults to "Be a Hero in the Eyes of a Child-one simple act of encouragement at a time."
In recognition of adults throughout Ohio who are "Everyday Heroes", the OCTF established
the Everyday Ohio Hero Awards to honor individuals who dedicate their time, efforts, or
lives to the prevention of child abuse. An Everyday Ohio Hero is an individual or group who
has made a significant impact on child abuse and child neglect prevention through their
everyday acts.
The OCTF and our Regional Child Abuse and Child Neglect Prevention Councils sought
nominations for outstanding adults, youth and communities by supporting vulnerable
families in need to prevent child abuse and child neglect.

In April 2019, the OCTF received 28 nominations from all eight regions. The following pages
outline those individuals who were awarded this honor.

R e a d

M o r e

https://octf.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/octf/what-we-do/National%20Child%20Abuse%20Prevention%20Month/Everyday%20Ohio%20Heroes/Everyday%20Ohio%20Heroes

Frankie Schlabach

Katie McManis

Joshlyn Rice

Northeast Ohio Region

Central Ohio Region

Western Ohio Region

1st Place Winner!

2nd Place Winner!

3rd Place Winner!

Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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Regional Campaigns
Central

The Central Ohio April 2019 Campaign focused on distribution of awareness materials in
the form of pizza box toppers, posters, and t-shirts. A total reach of 137,850
individuals/households was achieved. Snapchat geofilters were also made available at 4
local events during the month of April that occurred in Madison and Fairfield County. The
total amount of reach for utilization of these geofilters is unknown.

EveryDay Hero Winner!
Fin Hagmeier, is a 1st grader at St Patrick school in London. His parents are Jen and Dan
Hagmeier. Fin is a very empathetic little boy, who is always worrying about the well-being of
others. Fin and his family read about the “My Very Own Blanket” project in December and
planned to make a blanket or two. Fin tied knots every day for weeks and kept wanting to
make more. The Hagmeier family held a party to invite some awesome friends to make more
with the family and ended up with quite a pile of 25 blankets! Fin said that he hopes that these
items “show love to kids who can’t be with their families.”
When the Hagmeier family dropped off the blankets to Children Services, they learned about
the need for “Comfort Bags”, which are bags with basic comfort items for youth when they
first come into care. The family quickly decided they wanted to make a few but hoped that
with the help of a whole school they could make a lot more! St Patrick’s school was so
enthusiastic that the 5th grade class immediately took it on as their yearly service project. The
family initially suggested that the school put together 20 bags but that was generously
upgraded to 50. The 5th grade class of 9 students, headed by their teacher Kara Schroyer, are
making flyers, organizing collection of the items from all the students at the school and going
to fill the bags in early April 2019. Jen Hagmeier shared that they are so grateful that the
school fosters an environment of service in the kids and hopes that the kids who receive the
blankets and bags feel loved by many! The blankets and comfort bags are just a few examples
of the selflessness of this family.

The Hagmierers
Nominated by: Robin Bruno

The Hagmeirer’s lost their infant son Noah in 2016 due to an unsafe sleep situation while in a
babysitter’s care. After this tragic loss, donations poured in from the community. The family
wanted the donations to make a difference and decided on “Noah’s Playground”, a paved,
wheelchair-accessible path with special swings and an activity board. One of the Hagmeier’s
other sons has cerebral palsy and the family had always expected the three boys to grow up
together and thought that a park where every child could play, was the right memorial for
Noah. The Hagmeier’s initial vision has grown with additional phases to come. When I told
Mrs. Hagmeier that I wanted to nominate her family she said, “For us, doing things for other
kids helps a little bit. We are quite happy to remain in the background and will keep spreading
the word if there are things we can do that are useful.” It is because of this selfless attitude
that the Hagmeiers are our EveryDay Hero!

Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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Regional Campaigns
Eastern

Julia and Kathryn deserve the Everyday Hero Award because they are dedicated to helping
young ladies in foster care to face their own personal challenges and move beyond the pain
and trauma to be the best people they can be. They never gave up and never stopped trying
to work with this young lady and it has made all the difference in her life.

The Eastern Ohio April 2019 Campaign featured distribution of awareness materials in the
form of coasters, placemats, and pizza box sticky advertisements. The Eastern Ohio Region
also utilized Facebook as a social media outlet to raise awareness on the topic of child
abuse and neglect prevention. In addition to social media efforts, the Eastern region
utilized newspaper post its to raise awareness as well. In total, the Eastern region April
Campaign reached 35,000 individuals/households, generated 4,980 digital engagements,
and distributed 10,000 copies (circulations) of the Post It Newspaper Advertisements.

EveryDay Hero Winner!
Julia and Kathryn LePage are sisters. They run a girls Group Home for foster youth who have
been abused and neglected and who are in need of a safe and stable home where they can
learn skills to overcome their trauma.
This story begins when Julia and Kathryn accepted a special young lady into their Group
Home. This young lady had experienced trauma in her life and had lived within a wide variety
of placements. Some of the challenges faced by the young lady include issues within her
physical health, mental health, and developmental delays. She did not have close relatives to
support her through these challenges.
As time went on, Julia and Kathryn became more and more attached to her and she became
more comfortable with them. Some of her anxiety and fear receded as she came to trust Julia
and Kathryn. The tide had shifted. It is now 1 year later, and this young lady is thriving in Julia
and Kathryn’s care.

Julia Hill & Kathryn LePage
Nominated by: Mary C. DeAloia

Over the past year, this young lady has grown tremendously. She is attending a school
program she loves; she went to her first prom; she attends church regularly; her physical and
mental health needs are being addressed; she is learning independent living skills; and she is
having positive visitation experiences with extended family. Julia and Kathryn continue to
provide a support for this young lady and are helping her caseworker plan for a smooth and
supportive transition to adulthood.

Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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Regional Campaigns
Great Lakes

The Great Lakes April Prevention Campaign featured a wide variety of efforts in raising
awareness surrounding child abuse and neglect prevention efforts. The Great Lakes Region
hosted two separate kick off events for the month of April including a Cleveland Cavaliers
game, where foster families were brought down on the court during the national anthem and
recognized as being heroes. A Lake Erie Monsters Game also hosted a kick off event for the
Great Lakes region, where foster families had the opportunity to meet the players prior to
them taking the ice. Other Great Lakes April Prevention Campaign activities included
distribution of bookmarks, posters, and library kits. Advertising was also utilized for
promoting child abuse and neglect prevention efforts. Advertising strategies were
implemented through use of movie theater advertising, newspapers, online newspapers,
billboards, mobile banners, radio, and magazine advertisements. In total, the Great Lakes
April Prevention Campaign reached 23,338 individuals/households, 1,236,016 digital
engagements, and 425,341 circulations of newspapers/magazines.

EveryDay Hero Winner!
As outlined on their webpage, Visconsi Companies, Ltd., is a fourth generation, family-owned
developer and manager of retail and other properties and a provider of real estate advisory
services. The company's activities span coast-to-coast including a property portfolio of two
million square feet. In letters to OCTF, co-CEO’s Dominic A. Visconsi Jr. and Anthoni Visconsi II
have shared that, “throughout their 90-year history, they have recognized the critical role
communities, in which they have developed and operated retail properties, have shared in
their success.
With that in mind, Visconsi established their Community Partner Program to carry out that
commitment. Through it they identify and make donations to select charitable and service
organizations that “are helping people lead a better human existence.” Child Abuse and
Neglect Prevention is one of several critical causes that Visconsi primarily directs their
donations to.
Since 2016, Visconsi Companies, Ltd., have donated over $28,000 to the Ohio Children’s Trust
Fund. These generous donations have helped to further OCTF’s mission to prevent child abuse
and neglect in Ohio by investing in strong communities, healthy families, and safe children.
Many of the real-estate properties Visconsi has developed and operated are located in the
larger Cleveland Metropolitan area and as a result, OCTF wishes to honor Visconsi Companies,
Ltd., as our 2019 Everyday Ohio Hero award recipient for our Great Lakes Ohio Region.

Visconsi
Nominated by:OCTF
Cleveland Cavaliers Game
Great Lakes OCTF Kickoff Event
April 9, 2019

Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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Regional Campaigns
Northeast

The Northeast Regional Prevention Council campaign worked to distribute prevention
awareness materials in the form of coloring sheets and placemats in restaurants. Advertising
strategies for prevention awareness were also implemented within a movie theater,
advertising on public transportation (buses), print advertisements, NCM movie network, and
billboard advertising. Through the efforts of the Northeast Regional Prevention Council, the
April campaign was able to reach 710 individuals/households, achieved 1,750,204 digital
enagements and through advertising, and 95,008 circulations of printed materials.

EveryDay Hero Winner!
The Family Support Specialist Team (FSS), a part of the Stark County iCARE Initiative, was
nominated by their program administrator. The Family Support Specialist Team currently
serves in Stark, Wayne, Summit and Carroll Counties and are assigned to public school
systems who are aligned with the Stark County Educational Service Center. Following their
guiding principles, Family Support Specialists foster school and community collaboration to
address students’ needs through promoting and facilitating a trauma- responsive, resiliencybuilding approach for each student. They embrace a family-friendly, culturally sensitive,
relationship centered strategy to engage and empower the entire family.
Family Support Specialists work directly with any student or family in need to help connect
them with resources such as clothing, utilities, housing information, hygiene, and rent.
Through working with families, the Family Support Specialist’s goal is to equip families with
the skills to become more independent and navigate the resources available in their
community. Their Mission statement is to support students and families in overcoming
barriers to learning by connecting family, school and community to improve school and
family success.
When a family is in crisis and feel little hope, tensions can build, and children can be
especially vulnerable. By identifying the needs of the family early, our Family Support
Specialist team can walk alongside a parent in crisis and help them identify resources and
supports to help stabilize the family. The team knows that having your basic needs met is a
protective factor.

Stark County iCare/
Family Support Specialist Program
Nominated by: Kay Port

This amazing team seeks to help families build protective factors to help reduce a student’s
risk for harmful behaviors. They can help to strengthen families and promote safe, nurturing
relationships which helps prevent abuse and neglect and instead builds a stronger family.
The CARE Team Initiative was listed in Wayne County Family and First Councils Shared Plan
for FY18 and 19 as a current work related to increasing youth assets. Children with protective
factors, such as positive relationships, tend to be more positive, productive and resilient.
This program falls under the United Way of Greater Stark County Bold Goals of Education. The
FSS’s are embedded in 22 public school districts and in 102 buildings. The teams know that
Education decreases risk of abuse and neglect.
Last school year or FSS’s served 3105 students and provided 9419 services to those students
and their families.
There are currently 40 Family Support Specialists currently serving on this team. These
individuals work tirelessly to serve others and help students and families thrive. Healthier
families are safer families, where our most at risk population can blossom and reach their
fullest potential. Family Support Specialists are Everyday Heroes!
Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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Regional Campaigns
Northwest

On April 4, 2019, the Northwest Ohio Prevention Council presented a web based kick off
event for their prevention month campaign. Jeff Dempsey, President and COO of Mercy St.
Vincent Medical Center and Children's hosted the live event. After welcoming remarks, the
Northwest Ohio Hero, Judge Andy Devine, was recognized. Judge Devine truly dedicated his
life to working with families. The keynote address for the Northwest kick off was provided by
Jon Fishpaw. Jon is currently the Chief Government Relations Officer for Mercy Health, as well
as a former member of The Ohio Children's Trust Fund Board. Jon Fishpaw is also father to
Claire, her name is synonymous with Ohio's Shaken Baby Law. During his speech, Jon shared
his family's journey since the day Claire, as an 11-month-old, was shaken while in the care of
a childcare provider. Claire suffered a traumatic brain injury as a result. Jon talked about her
struggles particularly in school since the injury. Today, Claire is a 19-year-old college student
looking forward to a career as a chef. Claire is also giving consideration to religious life.
Jon went on to talk about he and his wife Michelle's advocacy efforts against child abuse and
shaken baby syndrome. Governor Strickland signed their efforts into law in 2008. Participants
from a wide variety of professional backgrounds including nursing, social work, and
community health workers working for a variety of community organizations, hospitals, Help
Me Grow programs, and county health departments participated in the web based kickoff
event. Participants commented that they learned something new and the information
presented was relevant to their work with children and families. They appreciated Jon
sharing his family's story.
Other Northwest Regional Campaign efforts included
community partner collaborations with Chick Fil A, The
Glass City Marathon, and a Cookie Bake event hosted at
Bowling Green State University. WTOL TV station public
service announcements, iHeart radio and Cumulus radio
interviews, movie theater advertising, billboards, and
digital billboards. In total, the Northwest Regional
Prevention Council April Campaign reached 187,955
digital
802,612
achieved
individuals/households,
engagements, and had 225,188 complete video views for
their web based kick off event.

EveryDay Hero Winner!
Judge Andy Devine recently passed away in November 2018 at the age of 96 years old (he would have been
97 in December). Judge Devine was a tireless advocate for the importance of parent’s roles in the life and
development of their children. Judge Devine was most recently instrumental in starting the Parent
Institute at Lourdes University in Sylvania, Ohio.
Judge Devine had worked with former Governor Taft’s wife, Hope Taft, in establishing the last week of
September as “Parent Week.” His intent was that this would be a week that different community
institutions – business, faith, education, social services, etc., would recognize the importance of parents
and host events to recognize parents. This could also include trainings, discussions on how different
institutions could better support parents. In his many years as a Juvenile Court Judge, Judge Devine came
to the conviction that you could not truly make a difference in a child or youth’s life if you did not also
reach the parent.
The Judge was born in 1921 in Shelby, OH and eventually attended law school at the University of
Wisconsin. While there he worked in the cafeteria and had to serve lunch to Senator Joe McCarthy (he
later ended up defending a serviceman who came under accusations as a result of “McCarthyism” and
won the case). The Judge also served three terms in the Ohio Legislature and also had served as a Lucas
County Commissioner, and City of Toledo City Councilmember.
Judge Devine was instrument in establishing the statewide Cluster’s during the Celeste Administration.
This established a mandate that child and family serving systems in each county establish a process to
ensure improved improve communication and coordination and reduce duplication for children/youth
and their families that were involved across multiple public systems.
At the time of his death, Judge Andy Devine and his wife
Lorene had been married 65 years. They both had six
children and many more grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. Judge Devine was a member of the Lucas
County Family and Children First Council right up to the
time of his death. He was continuously active in the
community and continued to advocate tirelessly on the
critical importance of parents in the lives of their children
– right up to the time of his death. David Kontur of the
Lucas County Family Council, who was a friend and
colleague of Judge Devine, noted that he was with Judge
Devine at a meeting of the Parent Institute 2 weeks prior to
his death.
Judge Andy Devine
Nominated by: David Kontur

Jon Fishpaw
Northwest Regional Kickoff Event
Keynote Speaker

Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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Regional Campaigns
Southeast

The Southeast Regional Prevention Campaign implemented distribution of awareness materials
including coloring pages and beverage coasters. Advertising and awareness efforts were also
implemented utilizing newspapers, Facebook, digital and traditional billboards.
In total the Southeast Regional Prevention Campaign reached 11,385 households, 5,200
circulations of newspapers, and 1,362,696 engagements through use of billboard advertising and
digital engagements using Facebook.

EveryDay Hero Winner!
Terry Smith made public service his life’s work, first spending 22 years in the United States
Army, then another 16 with the US Postal Service. During his retirement, the staff at Athens
County Children Services have gotten to know Terry quite well, being about six years ago
when he started volunteering for ACCS. It wasn’t very long until Terry became a regular
fixture at their events, doing anything and everything that was asked of him to make sure the
events were successful.

During his first year as a volunteer, Terry started collecting awards at ACCS’s annual
Volunteer Appreciation Banquet. First it was the award for the most volunteer hours in a year,
then for the most events. It wasn’t long before they agency had to create new awards for
Terry, just to make sure they were acknowledging and celebrating the invaluable service
Terry providing to their agency.
Terry also played an important role in helping ACCS meet their prevention goals. ACCS’s
School Outreach team delivers the Peanut Butter & Jelly Project every summer to help address
food insecurity our kids face while school is not in session. Terry had taken on a semipermanent role, working right alongside our staff, to make sure the agency was offering
enough distribution sites throughout our county.
Kidfest is Athens County Children Services’ signature event during Child Abuse Prevention
Month. “It involves over 50 local organizations and would not be possible to execute without
our staff and committed volunteers like Terry,” shared Robin. “Terry was often the first
person there to help set up, and the last person to leave after clean-up.”
The most amazing thing about Terry was that ACCS wasn’t the only agency he gave so freely of
his time and talent to. Terry was also a volunteer for Obleness Hospital, active in his church,
spent time as a CASA/GAL, and donated hundreds of hours performing in productions for the
Athens Berean Community Players, a local performing arts group. “Terry did all this, not
because he loves our agency necessarily, but because he loves playing a role in keeping
children safe and families strong. These reasons and so many more make Terry Smith our
Every Day Hero.”

Yet Terry was making an impact for kids long before that. Terry first started his volunteer
career as a Big Brother with the Big Brothers Big Sisters, over 40 years ago, and still
maintained that relationship with his “little” until his recently passing. In their Everyday Ohio
Hero nomination, ACCS shared that Terry had recently been coping with some serious health
issues, making him unavailable to help at many of his favorite events.
“We miss him terribly and feel the absence his kind heart and generous spirit at every event
he can’t make it to,” shared Robin Webb of Athens County Children Services. During his
illness, Terry continued checking in with ACCS staff on a near weekly basis, promising that as
soon as he is well enough, we can expect to see him volunteering again.
Terry Smith
Nominated by: Robin Webb

Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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Regional Campaigns
Southwest

The Southwest Regional Prevention Campaign implemented distribution of awareness
materials including coloring pages, bookmarks, and posters displayed at various locations.
Southwest implemented an advertising portion of their awareness campaign utilizing
distribution of newspapers and billboards as an advertising strategy. In total, the Southwest
Regional Prevention Council reached 32,166 individuals/households, distributed 81,897
circulations of newspapers, and achieved 2,522,340 digital engagements from billboard
advertising.

EveryDay Hero Winner!
Tracy Funke serves as the Lebanon City School District's resource coordinator. Through her
community-serving efforts the district is able to support students that are in need as well as
connect with families who are in a vulnerable time of their lives.

Tracy has also worked with our school nurses to develop a list of needs students have in
regard to healthy living and Oliver school buildings. Through this work, Tracy has partnered
with Lebanon Elks and Anytime Fitness in the collection of personal care and hygiene items
for students in need.
During the fall months, Tracy organized the financial donation, organization, storage, and
distribution of Christmas gifts to 50 students and their siblings in the district. This effort was
supported by staff donations as well as grant funding from Giving Angels. Tracy worked with
staff to determine those families that needed support for gifts that were not receiving such
through other means. She was able to provide age appropriate gifts and clothing to the
children in each of these families. It is heartwarming to hear Tracy talk about this experience.
Tracy's time, effort, and nurturing spirit provide a number of families with a more enjoyable
holiday season.
Tracy is an essential part of the Lebanon City Schools staff and Lebanon community. She is
forever doing something for someone - something that helps make the day a brighter one. She
deserves to be recognized for the support she gives to the families in Lebanon and that are
facing a difficult time. She's not only a hero to many in the Lebanon community but she is an
Everyday Ohio Hero.

Tracy has supported a number of families that have or are currently experiencing
homelessness. She works closely with Interfaith Hospitality Network of Warren County to
support the students and families who are experiencing difficult times. During these difficult
times for families, she assists through enrolment into their district, finalizing transportation
changes, and obtaining needed school supplies. Tracy utilizes the district's Warrior Closet
often as she takes individuals “shopping” through the racks of donated clothing. She
continues to check on these students and families, stopping by classrooms, meeting with
students, and providing parental support. Tracy has used a building's washer and dryer to
assist individual parents with emergency laundry needs. Her support, care, and compassion
are endless.
In support of the staff members in Lebanon city schools Tracy has conducted several
presentations. During one, Tracy, along with first responders from Lebanon, shared with staff
members an understanding of what life can be like at home for Lebanon students who are
experiencing material poverty are living with a family member who has a substance abuse
disorder, or mental health diagnosis. This presentation created awareness of some of the
struggle students are facing day-to-day. In addition to this training, Tracy has presented a
trauma training for staff introducing ACES and providing classroom/school interventions to
assist teachers in supporting students.

Tracy Funke
Nominated by: Clifton Franz
and other district adminstrators

Ohio Children's Trust Fund
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Regional Campaigns
Western

The Western Ohio Regional Prevention Council conducted a digital kick off event on April 1st
with a digital campaign that continued throughout the month. Council members were asked
to identify individuals from their counties to participate in a regional video shoot on January
25, 2019. Participants included Family and Children First Council, Job and Family Services, and
Child Welfare representatives; TV and radio personalities; elected officials; and more. A
second video was created featuring regional celebrities, such as newscasters, a judge, and a
mayor.
Video participants gave examples of how they are an EveryDay Hero to children. To promote
the video during web based kick off a press release was posted on Montgomery County's
websites and social media accounts, shared with council members, and media outlets. A Social
Media Campaign boosted the videos through Facebook, which yielded 288,672 digital
engagements.
The Western Regional Prevention Campaign implemented distribution of awareness materials
including posters, pizza box sticky advertisements, coasters, bookmarks, coloring sheets,
place mats, and table tents. The Western Regional April Campaign also included movie
theater, television, and radio advertising as well as a advertising on the Lima News Website,
and Dayton/Springfield/NHIO Daily News Website to raise awareness in prevention of child
abuse and neglect. In total, The Western Region Prevention Council reached 305,608
individuals/households, and achieved 862,167 digital impressions.

Denise was responsible for piloting Stewards of Children in Ohio, eventually training others to
be facilitators of the program across the state. She remained available to mentor them and
support them as they began prevention efforts in their respective communities. Four years
ago, Denise was introduced to Child Safety Matters, programming for children developed by
the Monique Burr Foundation in Florida. This curriculum offers information and strategies to
prevent, recognize and respond to bullying and all types of abuse. Once again, working with
the organization that developed the program, Denise was responsible for piloting Child Safety
Matters in Ohio, successfully implementing it in five different school districts in this region.
In 2018, Denise was charged with implementing a pilot at Dayton Children’s Hospital that
would educate the workforce in child sexual abuse prevention through the Stewards of
Children curriculum. The first group to attend this training was the hospital’s senior
leadership team, demonstrating that Dayton Children’s Hospital is committed to protecting
children from abuse. This applies not only to the workforce while on duty at the hospital but
carries over to their lives as leaders in the community, involved in church activities, youth
sports, scout troops. Denise was passionate about preventing child abuse and was convinced
that it needed to start within our own organization.
Before retiring in December 2018, Denise Uhl Jenkins devoted the past 15 years of her career
to preventing child sexual abuse in Montgomery County, in this region, and across the state of
Ohio. Over 20,000 children, adolescents and adults have participated in prevention
programming under Denise’s direction. She participated in revisions of the curricula she
adopted, gaining a national reputation as an expert in the field of child sexual abuse
prevention. Denise never sought any accolades for herself, but quietly and relentlessly
pursued opportunities to promote her programming so we could live in a community that
values the safety, well-being and protection of children. It is because of the work of Denise
Uhl Jenkins that we are making a difference in the lives of so many children. Denise Uhl
Jenkins is a EveryDay Hero!

EveryDay Hero Winner!
Fifteen years ago, Denise Uhl Jenkins approached her supervisor with her interest in starting
child abuse prevention programming at CARE House, the children’s advocacy center in
Montgomery County. As enthusiastic as her supervisor was about that ideal, there was no
funding for such a position. But, with her willingness to seek grant opportunities and
research best-practice programming to implement such a program, Denise got the job! This
began a trailblazing journey for Denise, in which she embraced the work of ‘Darkness to Light’
and became trained as a facilitator in ‘Stewards of Children’, teaching adults how to prevent
child sexual abuse by recognizing and reacting responsibly to it.

Denise Uhl Jenkins
Nominated by: Libby Nicholson

Ohio Children's Trust Fund

(Left to right) Rep. Sara LaTourette, Board member Kimberly P. Jordan,
OCTF Executive Director Lindsay Williams and OCTF Board Chair Senator
Stephanie Kunze striking an "Everyday Ohio Hero" pose.
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http://octf.ohio.gov

Follow us on Social Media!

